Nitroprusside in children after cardiopulmonary bypass: a study of thiocyanate toxicity.
Thiocyanate levels, an indicator of nitroprusside toxicity, were studied in 22 children after repair of structural heart disease during cardiopulmonary bypass. At the total dose (2.6 +/- 2.3 mg/kg) and time (34.4 +/- 19 h) ranges of this study, no evidence of toxicity was detected, despite this total dose exceeding recommended maximum in some patients. Nitroprusside infusion, as described, in children with normal hepatic and renal function is safe and may not warrant routine assessment of thiocyanate levels.